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stredm are for

original Little T.chigh
of the sources of . that

med here,

(hurch besided the Galzburg or Galis-
hun: chm«,h, t:r-n known ‘as the

%r‘hma]?t,l"wq located on this stream.
 Bchlatter cr)m(i not posgibly have me: ant
{the Church 3\‘1‘1011 still bears the rame
| “Teliigh churgh’” lat .the present time,
'N th'xt was c‘%dusitjr\ly Lautheran then.
The name Longswamp, as  applied to
this church, was introduced asg early
1762. ‘ ‘

The name

a8

i .«:Jid to have originated
fromt the fdet| that along the whole
length' of |Tead| Run (Krottecrick),
a small stream of water, flowing cast-
ward from o vtnb along this ridge, un-
il it emptles| into the Little Tehigh,
{the land wag marshy and so this narrow
| wamp  strip | was called  the " Long-
Bwamp. _Sdttlemenls were fairly com-
merniced in 1784.  They increased vear
;hv year, Thc large majority of them
were Reform d—Palatines, Swiss and
Huguonntu
4 Trederic L’-roelwi_xz, cantor of the con-
'gregatibn, givies 1748 as the time of or-"
ganization.| But prior to thig services
had been hoH in private houses,
mons being|rehd. | The building commit-
tee ‘were. J_)?Cph Biry and Samuel Par-
| ger (now Borger). Others who aided in
the work wete T.eopold Greber, Theo-
bald Carl, Jacph Fenstermacher, Johan-
nesi Fried, ! | Poter  Dutz
Schiwartz, Nidolans Merlz, David Mertz,
| Ifrstbr Mertz, Heinrich Bolinger,Christan
'I{u{h, Philip |Burger, Nicolaus Keiser,
Peter Keiser,| Peter Walbert, Bornhard
Fegeh, Feinrich Strickner,
[Heinrich Bgner, David DeLong, Jacob

Qor-

b

‘ﬂlwd with|small blncks or large chips,
p1'mfer~ «d ovar with clay. The
‘wern hewn planks. 1t is not - stated
‘“ hether the flopr was of brick, of flags,
or ithe nativd carth, This building re-
mained 1 juse abont 43 vears. ‘

seats

£ endc of’ oj‘lmnu a8 to the

n the northern slope of
Lehigh hills, elsewhere

came to this sec- |

Helffrich, '

It is the only’

e
sovha
proney
n \Tn
atn b (IE

t desired. Th&‘
prhat further
rnerstone was

difté
lncﬂ»

tiong thtud been deciaed
church, &1 waas declded,
old custnm of the Palat
ing their hats to the poir
church was placed som
up ' the 'slope; M™e ¢o
laid by Henry Haertzel or Heutzel, on
May 28, 1791. WWhen conhpletéd it was
also dedicated by him. 14
Pormission was now given the Luthk,
erans, who had also organized o cons
gregation here, to «)r‘cnm this (hxnch
for a given period at a mominal rent, in
1817. At the expiration|of the term, 1hc<’
compact was renewed.  When this wag
again to be renewed, difficulties arose.
Some wanted the Lutherans admitted
to equal rights, Others were opposed
to it. Feeling ran so high that the Luth-
erans withdrew in 1837. Al smiall numbor
of the Reformed withdréew with them,
and a union church whs erected at
Mertztown, barely a mile distant. Some
of the Lutherans hewever,  remained,
and then a right to the| property was
given them, and this cllurch also be-]
came a union church. | !
It is with reference to thiz natter
that Dr, Helffrich uses this very vigor-
ous language: “This whs great folly
(Dies warren = grosse, |Dummbheiten).
Why four congregations instead of twn?

Nicolaus |

Jacob Lang,

Daniel, Yokt [H. Rassamanshausen (not Fimes declared “great fally.”

heihg a neubu, contributad | only | In the early part of 18532 the building
money) and; pthers, This is Dr. Hell-§ of @ third church was agitated, To tast
frich’s list|of| names. | the matter, Rev, W. AL Helffrich, the
| As:usnu in Ll‘msv days, the church | Reformed pastor, a _vx}vm_.: man, was
was built pf |logs, the interstices being | appointed to solicit subserintions. In

Had: each congregutionf had its own
separate church, each would have had
its own services, and edch would have
"bheen unhammpered in pursuing its own

‘interests" and m'()\'idim%.- for its own
‘needs.” He then adds:| “Besides very
few reflected that the futufe might

bring other conditions, and. then it

would not be easy to métke up for that
v which wasg lost, and to njalke amends for
the errors of the past.'

September 30 and October 1, 1548, the
centennial ‘was celebrathd. Tt was the
first one observed in this vicinity. This
of course, concernced the Ileformed con-
gregation (m(ﬂv as the Lutherans had
worshipped in the churth as a congre-
gation only a little mére than thirty
vears, and were part owhers only ten or

eleven vears. The speaKers were: Revs, !
Dr. Kessler, Eichenbeps and 8§, K. |
arobst. - Without further comment, we!
might say this capped the clitmax of in-
congruitics, when a man like Rév., 8.
, K. Brobst, who always spoke in oppo-

% anpeare(
. the mouth-picce (nf one, and took part,
in this centennial, when the Lutheran.
congregation was but yaung, its right to
the church but ten years oid, and that
beld under protest. Iis conduct was re-|
ally a condoning of what bb at other

three or four days it wag made manifest
that the necessary arhount eould be
readily secured. Arrd neoments were
theretfore immediately im ade to bhegin
the work, and to mmplritn it, hﬁfrne the

end of the year: ok l ‘ bty
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Lopl H clffrich

gives this striking ac-
lcoung pf the last service: “First, how-
every the Lord's Supper was to be cele-
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holdi
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Hollo
oty
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wn b
admi
congregations.”
taken,
noun

di once more in the church, by the
ng of a union communion.
to be the last service, and en the
hed.  The service at which  this
union was to take place, was held
1esday and Wednesday, May b and
oth pastors preached at this ser-

ulpit on the day of the preparatory
e, and Rev. W. A, Helfrrich, D, D.,
e day of communion. Then the two

Unless greatly mis-
this is the same man who de-
ced the admission of (he Luther-
8 “grosse Dummheiten.” Possibly
Jie wis trying to surpass himself,

. In ghe following day when the build-
g Wwas taken down, it was found that
all the cunlexgts of the cornerstone had
wasted away:. This might possibly be
lmmsi lered by some as a proper sequel
o the performance of the day before.
| ior what need of written or printed evi-|
i deneg to show that the church was not
Iwhat]it was dedicated to be, when they!
{had furnished living proof of the fact]
‘that [they were neither Lutheran, nor
tiieformed, and that they felt proud of
thie fact? The travesty of the day be-
fore, |hpd made printed  and written
‘p.'m)fi of the fact that the intention of
the fpunders had been entirely aban-
“done c{ altogether unnecessary.

Ans g

May 9, the cornerstone of the new l‘dl-;

| fice was laid. The ministers who took
;mn inthis service were Rev. Jereminh
chinglel, Lutheran; Revs. Augustu‘i
11(-«*:1; nt and William A. Helfirich,
D, Reformed.  December 23, it was de-
Gicatad, T’pon this ocecasion Revs.
Jerentiah Schindel, 8, K. Brobst and G.
AL Hinterleitner, D. D., Lutheran an:
.| Erasmus  Helffrich, Rerormed, |
Ltoolk part in the services.

It i$ a brick building, with galleries
on m{ee sides, with the pipe organ on
the west gallery, facing the pulpit. It
is aljo  furnished with tower and bell,
T Luxo‘ is a large heater in the cellar.

Thig third church
furthar up the slope, outside the ceme-
Ly, gud bevond the street.
sULC .xti\d that after the church shall
have l?nrn moved to the top of the hill,
11 willlhave sccured the best possible lo-

ation, giving a full view of the entire

alley] beyond.

IE niay be of mtcmat to give a com=
plete h»,( of the pastors who have serv-
el this c¢hurch, including those who had |
seeved before it was made union, sev-
enty years ago, as far as possible.

Fnﬂm;ic Cassimer Miller, irregular,
apparently never ordained, before the
Lirst x)mmh was built,

'hilip{Jacob Michael, 1748 to 1753, not
ordained.

e Hans Rudolf Kittenweiler,
Ridengveller, 1754-80 or 61, ordained in
dFermany. Died at Great Swamp, Octo-
ber, 1” I ; . R
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ving day the church was to be de- |

Rev, Jeremiah Behindel oceupying |

digtered the communion to the two

1}

was placed  still

It has been |

"l‘{l"("]
[

‘Philip' Jacob Michael again June 17
and close nf L774; then c.m.ex od the Con-&
tinental .umy b LN

Rev. John 1) H Hffri(h 1775-1750, o=
dained, connectpdiiwith the Luotus

. J. Michael,|a third time, very brief,

Henry Hertzel or Heutzel, until attcr
the dedication pof [the second  church.

Rev. John H| Helffrich again, until
his death in 181
 Iev. Willlam

Ttev, John! Helff

0. | 14

chant, 1811-1815, .
rich, 1816-1852.. !
. Rev, Willipm | AL Helffrich, D. D, Qr-
duined 1845, u‘srsismnt until 1832, then/|
sole pastor until close of his ministry. |

Rev, Nevin Helffrich, assistant to hig
father from!18s). Sole pastor after his|
father's retirement until 1906, ; |

Although pnly geventy  years  have)|
elapsed since the|Lautherans were 4d~
mitted to joint|{ow nubhlp.»l]lu list 09‘
theie pastors is|nearly, if not quite, as
long as that uf the Reformed, duung
160 or 170 )e.trs‘

It might not ‘bu' amiss to state that

D¢

some of the parochial reports inthe
minutes nl.‘ Syned are quite m,is“h;-:.dinb
Thus e. g Longswamp is the hame ap-!

' plicd lu one of Lﬁe‘,mngngauunh served
iby Rey. I. | ;OLW r,) up te 1853, lalthough
!he and hh congregation had withdrawn
{from this church in 1§37, organized and
'built the Me rtztown church. Apparent-
ly his congreg a:m was also known as
.l.on;:s\v.xmp am[l mot as ‘\lprum\vn.
| But surciy there i should | have been,
I something to show that he no lung,em
I preached in the bd ne church.
Apparently tth !}ll‘)t pastor to serve,
l the Lutheran coi xgp gation worshipping:
in this church, was Rev. Jacab Miller,
D. D., IS17-1522. Whether the Lutherans
were ]ummtnd to hold services in this
I church before this time is not at all cer-
ftain, Tt is howew cr;* pretty certain, that
tlm\ did not meét here regularly before
: this time. |
Ile wis sucge
Convad Miller, 1
New Hanover i
came 1o Reading.
Rey. [Isaac| 1{')\]1\1‘ 1831, 1837, This
Lutheran OI)L,IIL[,‘LUOH then left this
church, and with some dissatistied
members of the ,-lerormed ¢ongregation,
built the Mertztpwn union church.
Rev, "¢ A, Griebler, 1838-1843. The
| Lutherans who had not gone with Rev,
Mr. Roeller, were now admitted to joint
owne x'shxp in this chureh, and organiz-
ed another congregation. Rev. (riebler,
licensed in 1833 and ordained in 1839,
now became theg pastor of this second

lr\ Al M
Lumuan congregdtion, until
by Synod jn 1843, |

Candidate Peter L. Oberfield, lxce-nbed
in 1844, ordained in 1846, served this con=
gregatipn with Lynntown (Lynnville),
;in 1844, when he| removed to Tamacdua,
where m. pc.rhhqd }u the 51 eat bcnuyl—
kill flood in 1850, |

- Rev.  Jeremialy Hchindel be«:amo his
successor in 1847 ox‘" 1848, How long hg}
remained cuqnnJ be determined  from |

<-'(1 by his brother, Rev.
822-1831, who moved to
1828, when Dr. Miller

deubu..
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